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Another
birthday
in prison

ALAN DERSHOWITZ

ou remember Anatoly
5_ Ecﬁaransﬁy ¥Tn 1978, his
smiling face was on the
cover of Time and News-
week and his story was front-page
news throughout the world.
day he is languishing in the So-
vi mpleting the nint
r of a 13-year prison sentence on
charges of spyin Tor the CIA,
lﬂfe charge is, Of course, a com-

plete lie. ) hcharansky has never
worked for the CIA. #Y
of several outspoken Soviet dis-
mgents and “refuseniks’ who were
ept up in a KCB offensive agamst
the Moscow-based Rhuman-rights

movement.

IEdeedl President Jimmy Carter
Rroke with prece ent an Eu 1qu
announced In that he had "in-

uired deepl “within the State De-
tment ani within the CIA as to

wEet her or not M. Shcharansky has
ever had any known relationshipina

V.
geCI is ‘ng. We have

, ouble-éhecked this, Eﬂd 1 have been'
hesitant to_make that public_an-
nouncement, but_now I am com-

pletely conv;’nggg.”

t would have been the height of
absurdi or U.>. oIficla s to recruit,
as a CTKt agent, a d ssident who was
an _outs oEen critic of the Soviet
Union, or _for the Soviets to a low

such a dissident access to any dee

ark secrets. As one American €x-
pertc mcaﬂ ut 1t recruit JMr.

Shcharansky as an_American spy
would be as Silly as trying to use a
burlesque queen to 1nf1§trate a mon-

astery.’

Even the Soviets no longer seri-
ously claim that Mr. Sﬂcfgaransk
worEea Tor the CIA. They insist, how-
éver, that fis advocacy of human
rights and his deep desire t0 emi-
grate and join his wife in Israel was
high treason. As a Newsweek corre-
spondent who knew Mr. Shcharan-
sky in Moscow said, “His only crime
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was that he spoke tne trutn, and his
worst crime was that he spoke it in
English.”

he truth he spoke was about
I the Soviet Union’s denial of
the most basic human right to
Christians, Moslems, Jews,
Ukrainians, Crimeans, ethnic Ger-
mans, and even Russian Commu-
nists who deviate from the party
line.
Last week was Anatoly’s 38th

birthday. He spent it alone, as he has
his last eight birthdays. His mother’s
recent efforts to visit have been re-
buffed. The last time this elderly
woman made the long journey to his
prison camp, she was told that the
authorities had changed their col-
lective minds and she would have to
wait. She camped outside the prison
gates for three days before being
told that her son could have no vist-
tors during the entire year.

Even Nelson Mandela, the South
African revolutionary, is allowed
visitors by his racist captors.

In the meantime, Anatoly's wife,
Avital, waits for her eventual re-
union with her beloved husband,
whom she has neither seen nor
spoken to in more than eight years.
\Vhen he was sentenced in 1978, her
first reaction was: "In 13 years, Twill

no longer be able to bear children.”

Avital now travels around the
world, pleading with world leaders
to intervene, begging the Soviet
authorities to release Anatoly in
time for them to have children to-
gether. But the Soviets are holding
Mr. Shcharansky hostage for ulti-
mate use as a bargaining chip with
the United States. The only differ-
ence between the Soviet hostage-
takers and the Shi'ites who are hold-
ing Americans in Beirut is that the
Soviets employ the facade of a legal
system — with synthetic statutes
and kangaroo courts — 10 justify the
detention of their hostages.

But as Justice Robert Jackson,
the chief American prosecutor at
Nuremberg, said about the Nazi le-
gal system: “The most odious of all
oppressions are those which mask
as justice.”

Recently, a professor of psychi-
atry at the Harvard Medical School
called for the U.S. media to censor
anti-Soviet criticism. He argued that
limits on free expression are proper
when that expression arouses “na-
tional hatred” characterizing such
censorship as “good for planetary

hygiene.” (I wonder if he would ad-
vocate censorship of anti-South Af-
rican rhetoric as well.)

I, for one, have no intention of lay-

ing off the Soviet Union (or any other
human-rights violators). Any doctor
should know that it isn't “good hy-
giene” to cover a festering sore with-
out treating it and addressing its
underlying causes. A psychiatrist, in
particular, should understand the
dangers of repressing a problem by
denial.

he fault for generating US.
hostility toward Soviet
human-rights violations lies
squarely with the Soviet Union. We
should stop criticizing the Soviet
Union as soon as it stops oppressing
innocent people whose only sin is
their wish to emigrate and live their
lives in freedom.

All free people should continue
speaking up for Anatoly Shcharan-
sky — and for the millions of other
political prisoners in the Soviet
Union, South Africa, the Philippines,
China, Iran, and throughout the
world — until they are free to speak
for themselves.

Happy birthday, Anatoly Shchar-
ansky. Keep up your spirits, despite
your aching heart, your poor health,
and your loneliness. You are a true
hero of human rights. Someday your
hostage-takers will allow you to join
your wife and begin a family. But

_until then, we are all alittle less free.

Alan Dershowitz, a professor at
Harvard Law School, is a nationally
syndicated columnist.
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